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Each year, birds land on ships operating in the
Southern Ocean. Such strandings occur during
the night. Conditions of poor visibility (fog,
snow or rain) increase the risk of birds
becoming disorientated by ship lights.

Bird species commonly attracted to ship's
lights:

Antarctic Prion (Pachyptila desolata)
Blue Petrel (Halobaena caerulea)
Diving-petrels (Pelecanoides)

Storm petrels (Hydrobatidae)
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The legs of petrels are not designed to
walk, so the seabirds are unable to take off.
Birds hide behind ship's gear and in
corners.

Birds can become hypothermic and die if
their feathers become waterlogged.

Check every rrxe‘fhiﬁg to see if birds have
landed on the ship. I

Occasionally, hundreds of birds may land
on a vessel in a single night.
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e ended to let one person
rdinate the handling and taking care of
s (for example: naturalist, expedition
eader on cruises, or crewmember).

- This person is also requested to fill in the
Incident Report.




Do not handle the birds yourself. Inform the
Bird Coordinator to take care of birds. If
he/she is not available, follow these
guidelines:

- Handle the birds as little as possible, so as:
* not to stress the bird
- to avoid infections from humans to birds
—— and vice versa I

- Keep the birds in a dry, warm, dark room
until ready for release.

Use one box/container for each bird. If not
enough boxes are available, put the same
bird species in one box. Do not mix bird
species.
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- Use gloves.

- Keep the bird's beak away from your face.

- Keep your hand over the back of the bird to
keep its wings folded.

- Never use force.
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Ideally, releasing the birds should also be
done by the coordinator:

- Release the birds when the ship's deck
lights are off.

- If this is not possible, release the birds at
first light next day.

Ensure that there are no Skuas or Gulls
(predators) around.



Help to avoid attracting seablrds partlcularly
. when the ship is near islands (where the

birds breed) and |
- on nights when visibility is poor.
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Usage »

... Should be filled in by Bird Coordinator some
time after birds have been released.

+ Use one report per incide
birds) il

- Easy

Sent




- Audience: passengers and crew.
- Usage: print, laminate and put it where everybody can
read it. =

- PDF format (A4). Available in: English, French, Spanish,
German and Dutch.

- Audience: passengers and-grew '
- Estimated time: 10 minutes. Can bgperged/combmed
with another Iecturé')u

- PDF format. Available in English.

- To be filled in by Bird Coordinator.

- MS Word format. Avallable in English
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Your feedback on the poster, sentation anelﬂnctd

2 report is appreciated! Send -
* lex@lexsample.nl g T
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BlrdLl " Feedback regarding speC|f|c strandlngs can be sent i F_igj,@g,
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